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YOUTH PLENARY– CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Intergenerational Conversations towards Systemic Transformations for 

Achieving Climate Justice 
 

Day: 18th February, 2022 | Friday  

 

Time: 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm IST (60 minutes) | Click here for time in your location 

 

Introduction 

We live in an evolving and progressive young world, wherein one out of every six people 

belong to the age group of 15-24 years. It is critical that we work with youth through each and 

every opportunity that can trigger strong intergenerational conversations that further resonate 

social and environmental awareness, ushering a new paradigm of change. To support 

sentiments of an ever growing population of young people, we as responsible adults need to 

feel the pulse of youth, and provide supportive platforms to facilitate their expressions about 

contemporary policies and political decisions.  

 

Climate Justice 

Since its inception in 2000, the term Climate Justice is being increasingly used in global 

negotiations. It covers a diverse range of issues such as equality vs equity, rights, and historical 

responsibilities for climate change. Climate justice while an area of priority, also needs to focus 

on principles of sustainability, by taking into account the regional priorities and socio-cultural 

settings. Youth are indeed the harbingers of transformative changes that will propel economic 

growth through a re-aligned new vision of innovation, change and diversity to minimize the 

impact of anthropogenic activities that contribute towards rising carbon emissions. Youth bring 

in a fresh perspective on the nestedness between capitalism and climate injustice. These frank 

utterances will help to usher in an era of fresh opportunities towards transformations in realms 

of economic and social development. The current global governance model need a youth driven 

policy response that is tailored to specific local contexts and needs. Prima facia evidence 

suggests that climate justice is a dire necessity, in the absence of which the youth may 

encounter an uncertain future. To avoid the temptation of including the discussions around 

‘climate justice’ as another case of greenwash, intergenerational dialogues are important to 

accept viewpoints of each other. These need to be based on evidences and negate the scope of 

scepticism.  

 

Need for Intergenerational Dialogue 

Drought, flooding, extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and desertification are 

recognized as climate linked impacts that are a threat to the right to survive and thrive. Youth 

focussed solutions need to be created, while working with them, working for them, and working 

through them. Through the planned session we aspire to build up a need for intergenerational 

dialogues that accept viewpoints of each other so that narratives are created that balances the 

roles and responsibilities of a range of stakeholders. Embarking on the journey of learning 

about climate change and bringing a paradigm shift in the behaviour of individuals,  it is 

pertinent that they should be equipped with skill sets that are holistic and inclusive of the right 

values and attitudes that empower them to contribute to sustainable development. In practical 

terms, the integration of climate knowledge and skills into existing education systems represent 

both immediate and longer-term challenges for responding to climate change. The immediate 

task is to climate proof education systems (adaptation), while the longer term call is to develop 

educational systems that equip learners with the requisite skills, knowledge and attributes to 
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deal with future climatic challenges. Intergenerational dialogues have an important role to play 

in this context, wherein pooling of experiences of elderly generations is balanced by a zeal and 

commitment of the energetic young population.  

 

About the Session 

TERI and EU have strong youth programmes, and this thematic session reinforces the 

relevance of such forums as a safe haven for youth to engage in constructive dialogues and 

action leading towards environment improvement. The session will also attempt in 

strengthening global citizenship competencies /education and the important role played by 

youth’s agency, communication, value for culture and diversity. It will further embed practices 

of including youth voices and choice in global learning spaces. By bringing together an 

intergenerational representation to deliberate on the theme of Climate Justice, TERI aspires to 

create a fresh and uninhibited perspective around roles, responsibilities, competencies and 

rights of stakeholders to deliberate responsibilities of nations towards provision of climate 

change viewpoints.  

 

Questions for the Session 

[1] How can the use of science and scientific understanding as a tool to counter contradicting 

views about climate change? 

 

[2] What measures are needed to reinforce the role of schools and educational institutes to 

promote teaching and learning experiences based on local priorities and experiences?  

 

[3] What best practices exist on knowledge sharing and learning opportunities between 

experts as well as showcasing of innovative products that support climate justice and low 

carbon strategies? 

 

[4] What platforms can be used to foster active dialogue between stakeholders across 

generations from the Global North and South? 

 

Format  

The session will start with brief 2-3 minute remarks. The moderators will then invite the 

speaker to deliver the Keynote Address. This will be followed by discussion inputs by two 

youth panellists who will deliver 5-minute leadership address. Based on issues emerging, there 

will a 15 minutes intergenerational dialogue between the Youth Speakers and the Moderator. 

The next segment will be the Youth Climate Conclave (YCC) Pledge followed by YCC Awards 

and Green Olympiad (GO) Awards.  

 

Session line-up (60 minutes) 

Opening Remarks  

 Mr Ugo Astuto, Ambassador of the European Union to India and Bhutan, New Delhi   

 Mr Vincenzo De Luca, Ambassador of Italy to India, New Delhi   

 

Moderator  

 Dr Livleen Kahlon, Senior Fellow, The Energy and Resources Institute  

 

Youth Leadership Addresses   

 Ms Vanessa Nakate, Climate Activist, Uganda   

 Ms Laura De Vries, European Climate Pact Ambassador in Netherlands  

 Ms Ridhima Pandey, Climate Activist, India   
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 Mr Arun Krishnamurthy, Founder, Environmentalist Foundation of India   

 

Intergenerational Dialogue between Youth Leaders and Moderator  

 

Youth Climate Conclave Pledge   

 

Youth Climate Conclave Awards   

 

Green Olympiad Awards  

  

 


