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Introduction

As the Gen-Z words “Blah Blah Blah” echoed the halls of Youth4Climate Summit held in
Milan, Italy last year almost everyone was caught in a sense of disbelief. The Youth had found
a new slogan to demand accountability from world leaders and boomers while many others
with a bag full of years spent talking about climate change and the need for meaningful climate
action felt these words as being reductive.

What perhaps eluded the larger narrative, however, was the force with which these few words
propelled the climate action discourse. Common but Differentiated Responsibility that stood at
the core of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change set forth the
principle of equity and climate justice. One often fails to fathom the immensity of climate
change and the incredibly complex nexus of issues that tie into it. From poverty and hunger to
climate induced migration, the intersectionality of climate change is what makes it a threat
unlike any other that the planet has ever seen.

Role of Multilateralism to Act4Earth

Environmental problems, such as climate change, represent a classic ‘social dilemma’ wherein
people have little individual incentive to act but, for societies or social groups as a whole, it is
‘rational’, on in their collective interest, to act'. Environmental behavior can be understood as
a type of collective action because individuals who engage in these behaviors likely
overestimate their individual contribution to mitigating an environmental problem?.

Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs), including their ambitious targets on
climate action, universal healthcare and financing for development, will require stakeholders
to work together at all levels in innovative partnerships and initiatives. Only through a renewed
momentum for multilateralism, can we shift the world towards a sustainable and resilient path
to ensuring that no one is left behind. Multilateral environmental discourses play a critical role
in the overall framework of environmental actions and conventions. Complementing and
sometimes even nudging national legislation and bilateral or regional policies, multilateral
action forms the overarching international basis for global efforts to address particular
environmental issues. Even more crucial is the role of multilateralism when it come is
addressing issues beyond national jurisdictions.
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Challenges to Multilateralism

Unfortunately, multilateralism is facing a crisis, with falling support and rising protectionism,
which are challenging the virtue of international cooperation. These obstacles are deterring the
world from solving complex challenges that directly touch the lives of the most vulnerable,
particularly in the developing countries.

At the July 2020 session of the UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF), governments considered drafts of the Ministerial Declaration that had been negotiated
in the preceding months. It noted that, “strengthening multilateralism, international cooperation
and global partnership is more important than ever.” Statements by heads of state and
government during the HLPF also aligned with this view: multilateralism is a top priority for
surviving the global pandemic and shifting more resources to SDG achievement.

Many countries stressed that the only way out of this crisis is through global solidarity. They
also recognize that the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is
necessary for survival. They agree that multilateralism is not an option but a necessity, to build
back better for a more equal, more resilient, and more sustainable world, with the UN at the
center of efforts.

The Act4Earth Initiative

TERI will be launching a major initiative titled, “Act4Earth” in the valedictory session.
Building on the discussions of WSDS, this initiative will seek to continuously engage with
stakeholders from public and private spheres on agendas around sustainable development and
climate action. WSDS activities seek to evolve to incorporate principles of outcome-based
continuity in stakeholder engagement and action. Being a major global Summit based in the
Developing part of the World, WSDS seeks to pioneer conversations to drive ambition and
action to protect our fragile planet. Efforts will be made to reach out to policy makers and
stakeholders to share best practices and also ask them to take up practices. The Act4Earth
platform will have two main initiatives: COP Compass and SDG Charter. The objectives of
Act4Earth initiative include:

[Objective 1] Fast-track meeting of global goals on climate and sustainable development
through a continuous engagement process to enable ‘talking to walking' by strengthened
stakeholder engagement.

[Objective 2] Drive actions by governments, at international, national and sub-national levels
by strengthening research-based understanding of sustainable development policies and
initiatives from countries across the world.

[Objective 3] Enhance international, national and sub-national perspectives for paradigm
shifts needed for achieving sustainable development and climate goals through creation and
dissemination of knowledge.

[Objective 4] Accelerate solution-based approaches for addressing new and emerging
challenges through capacity building and nudging action.
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Key Questions

[1] It is clear that without renewed and stronger multilateralism, it will be difficult to achieve
the sustainable development goals by 2030. What are the next steps for the international
community to reinvigorate multilateral institutions to accelerate action on the SDG agenda?

[2] What role does the multilateral institutions play in advocating for policies for protecting
our global commons and in issue areas that beyond national jurisdictions?

[3] The deliberations at COP26 re-affirmed the importance of collective global action to
address the impacts of climate change. How can multilateral institutions take this momentum
forward to Sharm el-Sheikh, and ensure that urgent and ambitious climate action is prioritized?

[4] What paradigm shifts are needed in multilateralism to gain greater momentum to
Act4Earth?
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